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Illinois hospitals are currently required to report infection rates, according to state legislation
enacted in 2003. More than four years later, however, the law has yet to be implemented.

  

Today, U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk called for federal action that would force all hospitals nationwide to
publish their patient care information.

  

The Healthy Hospitals Act would give patients information they need to make informed
decisions about their care, Kirk said this morning at a press conference held at Northwest
Community Hospital in Arlington Heights.

  

Kirk said that 1.7 million Americans will get in-house hospital or nursing home infections.

  

Of those, 99,000 will die, he said.

  

Northwest Community made public its quality report card in September, making it the first
Chicago-area medical institution to do so, said hospital President Bruce Crowther.

  

Its Web site compares Northwest Community's performance to the national average in different
categories such as clinical quality, infection control and patient safety.

  

"I was impressed but frustrated seeing their (Northwest Community's) data because no other
hospital is doing this," Kirk said. "We should be done delaying."
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